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Committee on Climate Change Meeting Minutes 

Friday 24th July 2020, 9:30 – 15:30 I Virtual meeting  

Present: Present were John Deben, Julia Brown, Nick Chater, Piers Forster, Rebecca Heaton, Paul 
Johnson, Corinne Le Quéré, Chris Stark, Pete Betts (as an advisor). Apologies were received from 
Keith Bell, who will discuss the relevant issues with the secretariat separately. 

Members’ interests: Interests can be found on the CCC’s website at: 
https://www.theccc.org.uk/about/transparency/. 

Committee members were reminded of the need to declare any conflicts of interest.  

Rebecca Heaton reminded the Committee of her conflict as an employee of Drax and recused 
herself from the parts of the discussion relating to use of bioenergy with carbon capture and 
storage (BECCS). Baroness Brown informed the Committee that she had been invited to join the 
BEIS Hydrogen Council. 

 

1. Sixth Carbon Budget results workshop 

The meeting was run as a full day workshop on the emerging results for the Sixth Carbon Budget 
advice. The secretariat presented various emerging results from the analysis for the Sixth Carbon 
Budget. These included a recap of the scenarios and assumptions being used, the economy-wide 
results for emissions and energy use, sectoral results including the role of carbon capture and 
storage (CCS). Results covered the four exploratory scenarios that had been developed and the 
Central (or Balanced) Pathway intended to keep the other scenarios in play. 

The Committee proposed that the exploratory scenarios be renamed to Widespread Engagement 
and Widespread Innovation. 

The Committee agreed that the CCC analysis should not attempt to predict the long-term impact 
of COVID-19 on the economy. The possibility of an ongoing impact would provide some 
contingency to the scenarios being considered. 

The Committee noted the importance of CCS and BECCS across the scenarios and requested that 
the secretariat develop a sensitivity with minimal CCS. The Committee agreed that a significant 
role for CCS was appropriate given its importance in global scenarios, the need for Government 
action and its high technology-readiness level. 

The Committee requested that a future discussion focused on the dates for required phase-out 
dates, to include unabated gas power generation, petrol and diesel vehicles, and oil and gas and 
boilers. 

The Committee requested more information on historical rates of change to compare to the new 
scenarios. 
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In discussing the results for the manufacturing sector, the Committee emphasised the importance 
of avoiding carbon leakage. The scenarios should reflect the need for investment to be in low-
carbon production methods to future proof UK industry, and any actions that could result in 
offshoring emissions should be avoided. The report drafting should cover the relevant policy 
options, including border carbon adjustments and product standards. 

On transport, the Committee considered the options for limiting demand growth and noted the 
importance of incentives. The report draft should include discussion of road pricing and carbon 
taxation for aviation. 

The Committee requested that results for agriculture and land use should be reported both 
separately and in combination. 

The Committee endorsed the assumptions used in the Central scenario and agreed that this was 
broadly an appropriate basis on which to base the budget advice. The report should make clear 
why the trajectory is the shape that it is (i.e. an ‘inverted S’), and emphasise that this means that 
there is an urgency and opportunity for this Government to get delivery on track for Net Zero. 

The Committee requested that the secretariat identify the most challenging parts of the scenario 
and bring these back for a future discussion. The final choices used in the scenario must be 
achievable in the real world without delaying effort. 

The Committee noted with concern that the scenarios imply cumulative per person emissions for 
the UK above those for the world in the IPCC’s pathways for 1.5°C warming. The Committee 
requested that the secretariat bring back further analysis on the drivers of this result. 

The Committee expressed a preference that the recommended budget should include emissions 
from international aviation and shipping. If excluded, then the budget may need to allow 
‘headroom’ based on a business-as-usual trajectory for their emissions. The Committee agreed to 
discuss these issues, and the levels of the fourth and fifth carbon budgets, further at future 
meetings.  
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