
 

 

 

Climate Change Committee Meeting 

Present: John Deben, Keith Bell, Julia Brown, Nick Chater, Piers Forster, Rebecca 
Heaton, Paul Johnson, Corinne Le Quéré, Pete Betts (as an advisor), Chris Stark. 
 

Member interests: www.theccc.org.uk/about/transparency  

 

Date: 22 January 2021, 09:30 – 15:00 
Held:  Virtual meeting by Zoom 
 

Committee members were reminded of the need to declare any conflicts of 

interest. 

1. Scottish Climate Change Plan update 

David Mallon, Head of the Climate Change Policy & Implementation Unit in the 

Scottish Government, presented to the Committee on the update to the 

Scotland’ Climate Change Plan, which was published in December 2020. 

The Committee asked a wide range of questions, including on the rate at which 

heat pump supply chains can scale up, future transport demand, how the 

Scottish Government is working with local authorities, on its communication 

strategy and whether the Scottish Government could unilaterally ban 

horticultural use of peat ahead of the rest of the UK. 

The Committee expressed a general view that the Scottish Parliament’s 

legislated target for a 75% in emissions by 2030 (on 1990 levels) may be 

unachievable, and many of the aspects of the plan that look highly challenging 

to deliver are an inevitable result of this.  

2. Progress on Adaptation – Update 

Kathryn Brown, Head of Adaptation in the Committee secretariat, presented on 

the work of the CCC’s Adaptation Committee, currently focused on the new 

Climate Change Risk Assessment, and current and future overlaps between the 

work of the two committees, including on land use and on insulation, ventilation 

and overheating in new and existing buildings. 

The committee members remain very keen to work with the Adaptation 

Committee and for the messages from the Mitigation Committee also to feature 

messages on adaptation. They discussed how to engage with Government and 

business, and highlighted the potential for UK leadership on adaptation at 

COP26.  

The two committees will hold a joint meeting in May 2021 in advance of the joint 

progress report to Parliament at the end of June. 

3. Buildings work for 2021 
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The buildings team from the secretariat presented on potential work that the 

CCC could undertake on buildings in 2021, focusing on outcomes and  

The Committee noted that housebuilders have made welcome steps forward in 

their activities. They discussed the importance of enforcement and of public 

engagement, where there has been little progress. 

It was recognised that regional decisions, including on the role of hydrogen in 

decarbonising industry and buildings, will be important and that the appropriate 

solutions might differ across the UK. 

The Committee remains keen to work closely with MHCLG and BEIS on ensuring 

that future decarbonisation proceeds as necessary and is done in a way that 

addresses needs on overheating and ventilation as well as decarbonisation.  

4. Government policy/strategy announcements and early Progress Report 

thinking 

The secretariat presented updates in a range of policy areas, including on 

various Government announcements/publications, including the Infrastructure 

Strategy, 10-Point Plan and Energy White Paper. 

There was a discussion of the focus for the summer’s progress report to 

Parliament. The Committee is keen to emphasise the urgency of acting to 

reduce emissions and put in place enduring policy frameworks. Ideally, most 

aspects of the Net Zero strategy will have been published in time for the 

Committee to include them in the report. 

The Committee also expressed keenness to review the evidence on the impacts 

of the Covid pandemic on UK emissions in 2020, and the potential paths for 

recovery. The Committee agreed that it would continue to make 

recommendations by UK Government department. 

5. Reflections on the Sixth Carbon Budget process 

The secretariat presented findings from an anonymous secretariat survey on 

workload and the process of undertaking the work for the Sixth Carbon Budget. 

Overall, the teams’ view was that the workload was too high, but staff were 

pleased with the quality and depth of the outputs. 

The Committee expressed gratitude for the hard work of the secretariat, and 

reflected on their own experiences. Overall, they felt that although the volume of 

material to review was a lot, they were given as much time as could reasonably 

be expected to do so. There was a discussion of whether the quantity of the 

output detracts from the most important elements of it, and whether outputs 

could have been phased more, or could be so in future. 

The Committee agreed that in 2021 the CCC should publish fewer and shorter 

reports. 

6. Any other business 

The Committee discussed the situation regarding the deep coal mine that has 

been given planning permission in Cumbria. The Committee agreed that it was 

appropriate to write to the Secretary of State for Housing, Communities and 

Local Government about the decision not to call in, or review, that decision.  



 

 

The secretariat reported that there were errors in Table 10.4 of the Sixth Carbon 

Budget advice, which presented the Committee’s recommendation for the cap 

of the UK emissions trading system (UK ETS) in the event that such a scheme was 

put in place, which did indeed occur in late December 2020. The Committee 

agreed to write to BEIS to correct this error and welcome the setting up of the UK 

ETS. This error and other minor errors will also be recorded on the webpage of the 

Sixth Carbon Budget advice as errata. 


