
 

 

 

Climate Change Committee Meeting 

Present: John Deben, Keith Bell, Mike Davies, Nick Chater, Piers Forster, Rebecca 
Heaton, Paul Johnson, Corinne Le Quéré, Pete Betts, Chris Stark. 
 

Member interests: www.theccc.org.uk/about/transparency  

 

Date: 23 April 2021, 09:30 – 15:00 
Held:  Virtual meeting by Zoom 
 

Committee members were reminded of the need to declare any conflicts of 

interest. Nick Chater noted a new project for Natwest on ‘green visioning’, via his 

Decision Technology company.   

1. Summary of recent events 

The Committee began with a discussion of recent events, including a welcoming 

of the Government’s decision to adopt the Committee recommendations on the 

Sixth Carbon Budget, and including of international aviation and shipping in UK 

climate targets for the first time.  

Corinne Le Quéré provided some thoughts on the EU’s new climate advisory 

body, and Pete Betts presented an overview of the Biden climate summit, 

including a discussion of the recently announced Nationally Determined 

Contributions from the US, Canada and Japan.  

2. Emissions in 2019 and 2020 

The secretariat provided an update the Committee on the latest final emissions 

estimates for 2019 and provisional estimates for 2020. This included a summary of 

the inclusion of the ‘wetlands supplement’ in the UK’s emissions inventory – 

though emissions from wetlands had previously been an uncertainty, the 

Committee were pleased to see their levels in the inventory were similar to levels 

that had been accounted for in the recent Sixth Carbon Budget analysis.   

The Committee discussed the impact that Covid had on emissions in 2020, 

including noting the fall in electricity generation, querying why the reduction of 

emissions in non-residential buildings was just 7%, when closing offices might have 

expected this to be lower, and noting that the 2008 recession had a greater 

impact on emissions than COVID, if emissions from international aviation and 

shipping are excluded.  

Following this, the Committee discussed the potential longer-term impacts on 

emissions of enduring changes in behaviour resulting from the pandemic, 

including discussion of the six principles for a COVID recovery that the 

Committee set out in the 2020 Progress Report to Parliament. The Committee 

agreed that the principles are still relevant.   
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3. Update on themes work 

The secretariat presented an update on the ongoing work on cross-cutting 

themes. The Committee agreed that the issues raised are important, and 

endorsed the secretariat’s suggestions for further work in this area. These include:  

– a) Public engagement. The Committee discussed two potential 

strands of work to pursue: a) research the evidence base on best 

practice and lessons from successful public engagement and b) 

unpacking specific actions that comprise major and minor 

behaviour change, including priority areas for engagement and 

research into willingness of people to take actions themselves. The 

Committee agreed a general need for climate adaptation to be 

integrated into the themes work, and a need to engage across the 

regions.  

– b) Just transition: workers and skills. The Committee discussed two 

potential strands of work: a) further CCC quantitative analysis, based 

on existing evidence based on jobs and skills, and how jobs are likely 

to change under CB6 scenarios. b) deep dives and skills policy, such 

as focus on particular areas/regions and developing specific skills 

policy recommendations.  

The Committee agreed this was a crucial piece of work, and that it 

will be important to focus on regional aspects, do the extra work 

needed to identify specific skills gaps, and learn from previous 

programmes in this area. The Committee noted that the scope of 

the work will be somewhat dependent on the outcome of the 

Government’s Green Jobs Taskforce, which is expected to report 

soon.  

– c) Delivery & Governance. The Committee discussed the need for 

further work on local authorities, relating to the need for (and design 

of) a national-local framework for delivery of climate action, and 

how local authorities can be resourced and funded, and benefit 

from private funding to deliver climate action. The Committee noted 

a concern that a comprehensive framework will take a while to be 

developed and implemented, so there is also a need to understand 

how progress can be made in current, more centralised framework, 

including via programmes such as Net Zero towns, as well as 

resolving issues within the planning and regulatory systems.   

Further discussion was had on how Government is currently structured to deliver 

Net Zero (including the need for a cross-cutting ‘Net Zero Delivery Body’), and 

the cost of the delivery of Net Zero. The OECD green budgeting framework was 

something that was mentioned as being potentially applicable in the UK. The 

Committee emphasised the need for Net Zero to be embedded across 

Government now, given the key delivery ‘crunch’ for the UK’s transition to Net 

Zero is between 5-15 years from now.  

4. Progress report 2020: abatement wedges and recommendations.  

The Committee discussed options for judging the Government’s progress towards 

meeting the legislated carbon budgets and the UK’s Net Zero target, in the 

upcoming 2021 Progress Report to Parliament. This included proposals from the 

secretariat for ranking categories of abatement within the CCC’s 6th Carbon 

Budget analysis, scoring of the Committee’s recommendations from last year’s 



 

progress report, and agreement on how to prioritise certain recommendations in 

this year’s progress report to Parliament.  

5. Progress report 2020: fuel supply, manufacturing, construction and waste 

The Committee discussed policy developments and recommendations in fuel 

supply (including hydrogen, bioenergy and fossil fuel supply) and then 

manufacturing and construction, focusing on the Government’s recent industrial 

decarbonisation strategy, and how this aligns to the ambitions set out in the 

Committee’s 6th Carbon Budget pathway. The Committee also discussed the 

future work programme and priorities going forward on manufacturing and 

related areas. Lastly, the Committee discussed developments in the waste 

sector, including how to deal with rising emissions from the UK’s energy-from-

waste plants.  

 

 

 

 

  


