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Urgency Score

The level of urgency of adaptation has increased since 2017
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Committee’s highest priorities for further adaptation in next two years

Time period

2020

Public procurement, business resilience

Biodiversity, soil and water protection 
and restoration, environmental land 
management, sustainable farming and 
forestry, Net Zero, green finance

Infrastructure, energy, Net Zero

Building regulations and strategies, planning 
reform

National resilience, overseas aid, research 
and capacity building

2050 2100

Magnitude of risk

High Medium

Key policy areas

Risks to the viability and diversity of terrestrial and freshwater
habitats and species from multiple hazards

Risks to soil health from increased flooding and drought

Risks to natural carbon stores and sequestration from
multiple hazards leading to increased emissions

Risks to crops, livestock and commercial trees from
multiple hazards

Risks to supply of food, goods and vital services due to climate
-related collapse of supply chains and distribution networks

Risks to people and the economy from climate-related
failure of the power system

Risks to human health, wellbeing and productivity from
increased exposure to heat in homes and other buildings

Multiple risks to the UK from climate change
impacts overseas 



Principles for effective adaptation policy

2. 
Integrate adaptation into other policies

3. 
Adapt to 2ºC; assess the risks for 4ºC 

5. 
Prepare for unpredictable extremes

7. 
Understand threshold effects

9. 
Consider opportunities

4. 
Avoid lock-in

6. 
Assess interdependencies

8. 
Address inequalities

10. 
Funding, 
resourcing. 

1.
A vision for a well-
adapted UK



Funding of adaptation

• Sufficient funding and resourcing are a pre-requisite 

for effective adaptation.

• There are several financial barriers to taking action, 

varying by sector.

• New initiatives and financial products are helping to 

address some of the funding barriers, but they need 

to be scaled up to meet the extent of action 

required.

• Green finance offers the potential to fund 

adaptation actions with wide-ranging benefits across 

climate change mitigation, adaptation and 

biodiversity protection.

• Government has a primary role to play in helping to 

integrate adaptation and resilience into the financial 

system and existing economic plans.
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The net benefits of adaptation are high
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